
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Description 
The purpose of this PhD Program is to transform the research paradigm in public and 
community health by educating a new generation of innovative researchers who will 
integrate the rigors of the traditional public health sciences with the essential components of 
community health improvement through participation and partnership.  

 
Admission Requirements 



Required Courses 
10222 Ethics and Integrity in Science. 1 credit.  
This course provides the basis for understanding the ethical issues related to basic scientific 
and medical research, including animal and human subject research, fraud, and 
misconduct, and governmental, institutional, and researcher responsibilities. Bioethics 10222 
is offered during the spring and summer terms only.  

 
10444 Research Ethics Discussion Series. 1 credit. 





include multiple linear regression, analysis of variance, logistic, polytomous, and ordinal 
logistic regression, and mixed m odels. Students will become acquainted with the basics 
of coding and interpreting results of regression analyses, as well as diagnostics to confirm 
correct model fit. By the end of the course students will be able to conduct regression 
analyses independent ly and interpret results. Coursework will include weekly reading, in-
class Stata analyses, and completion of a focused course project developed 
throughout the semester. Course projects will allow students to develop their skill set 



19399 Doctoral Dissertation. 9 credits.  
This course is required for the completion of the PhD degree. The PhD candidate must 
submit a dissertation based on original research of a high scholarly standard that makes 
a significant contribution to knowledge in the field of  public and community health. 



Students will gain a detailed comprehension of the historical development of environmental 
science and how this set of disciplines have integrated with health science. The course will 
begin with a primer on the philosophical foundations of environmental science by considering 
late 19th and early 20th century thinkers with accompanied readings. Next, the course will 
review basic principles of Risk Assessment (with a focus on Human Health Risk Assessment) from 
the perspective of addressing federal policy. This will lead into some case studies to illustrate 
the contribution of scientific research to the policy -oriented topic of Risk Assessment. Finally, 
students will obtain an overview of environmental policy and participate in discussions and 
assignments that elucidate this important interface between science and society. Students will 
be evaluated via a midterm exam (20%), a final exam (20%), participation in discussion and 
organized class debate- styled actives (20%), an oral presentation (20%) and a written essay 
(20%). 
 
19260 Implementation Research Methods. 3 credits.  
This course provides an introduction to the field of implementation science, which is the 
systematic study of methods to promote the uptake of research findings into practice and to 
improve the implementation of evidence- based interventions. The course will cover the 
following topics: (1) What is implementation science and why is it important? (2) Theoretical 
frameworks and models for implementation; (3) Implementation research methods and 
designs; (4) Evaluation of implementation interventions and reporting; (5) Scale- up and de -
implementation; and (6) Implementation science and health equity. The course will include a 
combination of lectures, discussions, and in- class assignments. Students will also be responsible 
for crafting and presenting a research proposal using implementation research methods as 
the final project.  

 
19290 Critical and Analytical Writing. 3 credits.  
Critical and Analytical Writing provides hands -on training, practice, and feedback in the 
construction of clear, well- written documents and arguments. With a focus on critical 
analysis and rhetorical situations, the successful student will be able to write effectively 
to any audience. Interactive sessions and structured assignments highlight the 
importance of developing these skills you will use throughout your professional life.  

 
Beyond electives offered at MCW, students may complete electives available at MU, 
or UWM. To ensure rigor and relevancy, the choice of electives is contingent upon 
approval by the student’s major advisor and faculty teaching the courses. Courses 
must be at the graduate level.  
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